Hestel Walker
April 28, 1926 - February 20, 2015

Hestel Walker, 88, died at his home, as he would have wished after a happy day with his
wife Alma Jean, on February 20, 2015.
Hestel Walker was born on April 28, 1926 to Bertha Cunningham Walker and Delbert
Alonzo Walker in Pineland, Texas. He had a brother Hurschell Eugene Walker who was
also born in Pineland, Texas. Hestel and his brother remained in close contact throughout
their life. He married Linola Anne Gray in 1944. To that union was born one son Nolan,
and three daughters, Brenda, Nola and Virginia.
Hestel grew up in Houston, Texas and at age 17 joined the US Navy Submarine Service.
He was noted for distinguished service and was honored by Admiral Nimitz with a
personal commendation for his bravery and ultimate saving of the USS Rasher and crew
while under attack during WWII. He also received commendations, signed by Admiral
Forestall, for three Presidential Unit Citations, and he was awarded the Bronze Star Metal.
After World War II, Hestel and family settled in the Houston area where he began his
career in the automotive maintenance industry. He was distinguished for his ethics and
abilities, which led to several important positions at Frank Gillman Pontiac in Houston. It
was here that Hestel first met Alma Jean who also worked at Gillman’s.
In 1979, Hestel and Linola moved to the Fort Worth area where he worked in a variety of
important positions at several dealerships. After Linola's death, he remained in the area
where he renewed his friendship with Alma Jean. In 1988, after being widowed for several
years, Hestel married Alma Jean Bean who had one son Randy Carson and wife Jan.
Together Hestel and Jean shared 12 grandchildren and 18 great grandchildren. Hestel
and Jean spent their retirement with their family, as well as attending and hosting USS
Rasher Submarine reunions around the country. Additionally, Hestel joined the Masonic
Lodge where he became an active 32nd degree Mason. Hestel also liked cooking, helping
others, and keeping the house and yard meticulously maintained. Hestel was an avid
fisherman and shared many camping and fishing adventures with his family.
He was dearly loved and respected by all who knew him and he will be deeply missed. He
was preceded in death by his first wife Linola, daughter Virginia, brother Hurschell and
granddaughter Stephanie.

Comments

“

Thank You Mike And Pat! I Appreciate The Long Hours And Hard Work Ya'll Have
Invested In The Slide Shows.

Brian Malott - March 02, 2015 at 01:22 AM

“

WOW!!! Just WOW!! Thank you.

Darlena Walker Gibson - March 01, 2015 at 10:47 PM

“

when I was in kindergarten we made a trip from Cali to Texas to see the family. I can
never forget Papa reading me "stand Back Said the Elephant, I'm Going to Sneeze!".
He read it so many times he memorized it. He would act it out and read all the
characters differently. It was amazing. That short period of time locked him in my
heart forever. I cherished every conversation on the phone, every giggle and I will
never forget... "Everything is just Ducky!". I love you, Papa! So very much.

Nolanna - March 01, 2015 at 04:47 PM

“

Is there a way someone can send me this video? Pretty please?

Nolanna - March 01, 2015 at 04:42 PM

“

Thank you to whomever made this. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Nolanna - March 01, 2015 at 04:40 PM

“

Wow!! This is amazing!! Good job Mike and Pat!!!

Amanda - March 01, 2015 at 02:51 PM

“

1 file added to the album Tribute Video

Patrick Carson - February 28, 2015 at 12:48 AM

“

We always enjoyed visiting Hestel and Aunt Alma Jean. You would usually find him in
the kitchen cooking or working in the yard which he loved to do. To see the twinkle in
his eye or a cheerful smile just get him talking about WW11 and submarines. He was
a special man that will be missed. Rest in peace Hestel. Love, Joy and Larry
Mclaughlin

Joy and larry mclaughlin - February 26, 2015 at 08:43 AM

