Ken Sarles
September 22, 1948 - February 1, 2015

Ken Sarles, 66, passed away at home in Grapevine, Texas on February 1, 2015 after a
short battle with cancer.
Funeral Service: 10 a.m., Wednesday at Countryside Bible Church, 250 Countryside
Court, Southlake TX 76092. Visitation is one hour prior to the service at the church.
Ken was born on September 22, 1948 in Highland Park, Michigan to Hugh and Virginia
Sarles. He was formerly a professor at the Dallas Theological Seminary as well as The
Master’s Seminary in Sun Valley, California. Ken was also a longtime employee of Voss
Lighting.
He was preceded in passing by his parents; and his daughter, Esther Sarles.
Ken is survived by his wife, Mary Sarles; son, Joseph Sarles (Lorraine); daughters, Diana
Hill (Dan) and Cheryl Sarles; grandchildren, Maeva and Austin Sarles, and Nathan and
Amber Hill; sister, Sandra Sarles; and step-children, Adam Hennessey (Meghan) and
Cara Hennessey.

Comments

“

I just learned of Ken's passing. I agree with all of the wonderful comments made by
all those who posted before me, so I won't repeat those same thoughts. I studied
theology with Ken at TMS. I also took a class on Puritan Theology with him that
introduced me to a whole world of theology I did not previously know about. He was
a thoughtful and compassionate man. And the best teacher I ever had.

Rick - May 04, 2015 at 06:31 PM

“

I took my first Logos course at Grace Community in 1991. It was on angels and the
instructor was a new professor at the seminary; there were only about eight people in
the class . After an hour of outstanding lecturing, Ken stopped for a break and I
immediately got out of my seat and walked up to him at the lecturn. With much
enthusiasm I said to him, “That was even better than R.C. Sproul!” I hoped my
remark would be received well and it did in fact give him a good laugh. But I was
entirely serious and sitting in the first row for every single course Ken offered (minus
eschatology) testified to my edification from his teaching. The size of Ken’s classes
grew from those measly eight people to perhaps a hundred by 1994. A servant of the
word is a gift to the church (Eph 4:7-11). Ken was certainly a gift to the church. The
Lord has now made Ken part of the church triumphant with all of the elect saints. He
now sits and reigns with Christ (Rev 20), awaiting his resurrection body when Christ
appears to consummate his kingdom. Here are some of the highlights of what Ken
taught me. Being convicted for your sin is the bestowal of God’s grace. We confess
our sins only because of God’s grace toward us. Being sovereign means God has
you right where he wants you in your sanctification. Rom 8:28 It’s not that the
Christian doesn’t fall down, but that he gets up again (i.e., confesses sin and
continues to fight against it). God even uses your sin to sanctify you because sin
humbles you and leaves you with only the cross to hope in for acceptance with God.
Praying for grace is a sign that God is showing you grace because it is only by grace
that you would ask for grace. Grace is the greatest thing we could pray for. God is
God-centered and as the most perfect Being must necessarily dwell upon his own
beauty and greatness. Happy to be God, he loves himself most. Consequently, we
are like God when we love him and think on him. God is the highest use of Phil 4:8.
God does not think a new thought. In hell, men do not wish they were in heaven or
regret their rejection of Christ or have remorse for their sin. This is because it is only
by grace that one believes and turns from sin. God no longer shows any kind of
grace to reprobates after this age. They therefore continue hating God and do not
want to be in heaven because it is God who makes heaven ‘heaven’.

Dante Mably - March 18, 2015 at 02:02 PM

“

I met Ken years ago. His non-compromising high view of God & Scripture were
refreshing, and made me a life-time fan. As a pastor I used his notes on Roman's
when preaching through that glorious book. I am thankful for his "good fight of faith"
and that he is now with the Lord. All men of his caliber will live on not only with
Christ, but here on this side his good works will continue to affect us and others. My
prayer is the family will be comforted in Christ, and the rest of us will be encouraged
to live for Christ, as Ken, until we are taken into eternal glory. Jim Bryant

Jim Bryant - February 04, 2015 at 01:46 PM

“

It is with both sadness and joy to learn of Ken's passing over. He was a wonderfull
telephone friend to me here at the Dallas Convention Center for many years. I will
miss his voice and wisdom for a long time to come. We shall meet again
Ernie Williams, Dallas Convention Center

Ernie Williams, Dallas onvention Center - February 04, 2015 at 09:20 AM

“

We are eternally thankful to our Lord for placing Ken in our life 17 years ago to teach
us of God's sovereignty and teaching us to have a high view of God. Our life has
forever been changed by these truths that we learned through Ken. Ken has been
one of the great blessings in our life. Jim and Marsha Barrow

Marsha Barrow - February 04, 2015 at 06:54 AM

“

Thankful for Ken and his impact on my life. He was one of my professors at The
Master's Seminary. He helped me to have a deeper understanding of the Doctrines
of Grace and the Puritans. Could never thank him enough for that. It is better sweet
to know we lost a loved one but now he is with our Lord Jesus Christ.

Russ Rice - February 03, 2015 at 10:37 PM

“

We are eternally grateful for Ken's ministry in faithfully teaching a high view of God.
We praise our great God and Savior for using him to equip the saints and we rest in
knowing our brother is with our Lord. We thank God for having brought Ken into our
life and we look forward to eternal glory when worship and fellowship will be
unbroken.We pray God's grace may abound during this time of great loss and
sorrow. Soli Deo Gloria. Randy and Cindy Smith
Atlanta Georgia

Cindy Smith - February 03, 2015 at 08:59 PM

“

I was blessed to listen to his theology lectures on the Puritans through one of the
fellowship groups at Grace Community Church. I am thankful for his faithfulness to
the Lord.

James - February 03, 2015 at 05:18 PM

“

LaNell H. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Ken Sarles.

LaNell H. - February 03, 2015 at 05:17 PM

“

Ken was my theology prof at The Masters Seminary in the autumn of 1993. It was my
first semester at TMS and one of my first classes. As he introduced himself to our
large class I'll never forget him saying, "Men, I've got two spiritual gifts: smokin' out
Arminians and Calvinising preachers!" Ever since then we affectionately called him:
"The Calvinator!" Lost track of him after he left TMS but was really blessed by his
ministry to me at TMS! My condolences to his family. I look forward to seeing him
again in the glory.

Tom - February 03, 2015 at 03:38 PM

“

I never met Ken. However, I have benefited greatly from the men he impacted at
TMS. I am very thankful for his love for Christ and His Word. I am grateful the Lord
took Ken out of this world, ended his suffering, and granted Ken the desire of his
heart: to be with Jesus forever. To his wife, you have me deepest sympathy for the
loss of your dear husband. You and all who love Ken are in my prayers. May the Lord
even use Ken's homegoing for His glory and for the salvation of some.

Steve - February 03, 2015 at 03:08 PM

“

A fine man, my cousin Ken. His depth of love and understanding of Christianity went
right along with his care for his fellow man. If only we could have lived in Texas at the
same time. As it was, his father was there when I was a boy, and again, his father
was there for me as I began college. Ken phoned out of the blue one summer day
recently to ask a favor. He asked that I stand watch over someone he deeply cared
for. How typical of Ken to have been thinking of someone else not himself. We think
lots of you and thank God for your life, Ken. David Sarles

david sarles - February 03, 2015 at 10:28 AM

“

1 file added to the album Ken's Luncheon at Voss Dallas with Bill Cooley!

Kenny Reed - February 03, 2015 at 10:28 AM

“

I had the privilege of taking several classes under Ken's teaching at TMS and my
wife Cassie took several classes from him at the Logos Bible Institute at Grace
Community Church. We always loved his depth, insights and passion for the truth
mixed with a great sense of humor. He had an eternal impact in our lives, not to
mention countless others, and we will always be grateful to the Lord for Ken's
ministry to us. Praise God that 'absent from the body and...home with the Lord' (2
Cor. 5:8) is now a glorious reality for Ken! May our gracious Lord comfort his family
during this time of great loss.

Chris and Cassie Bayack - February 02, 2015 at 11:07 PM

“

I didn't know Ken on a deep personal level, but I leaned on him for Biblical council,
especially early in my Christian walk, but even as I got farther down the road his
insights were true lights to my path. Thank you so much sir and you will be missed!
"My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better." Philippians 1:23b.

Zech Reed - February 02, 2015 at 06:31 PM

“

Ken was my big brother. I have over sixty years of memories to treasure. Walks in
the woods, snowball fights, and family trips to the local Dairy Queen in Berkley,
Michigan are among my favorites. Even after we grew up, he remained my big
brother and was there for me during so many difficult times. He loved our parents,
grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins very much. Many have already crossed to
the other side, and now he has joined them too, and is safe and well in the loving
arms of God.

Sandy Sarles - February 02, 2015 at 06:27 PM

“

Sandy Sarles purchased the A New Sunrise Spray for the family of Mr. Ken Sarles.

Sandy Sarles - February 02, 2015 at 06:05 PM

“

I was most privileged to work with Ken these Past 7 Years. He did his job with
excellence and I appreciate the relationships he developed with a Multitude of
Buyers all over the State of Texas as he served as our Political Accounts Manager
for Dallas, Houston, and San Antonio. As most who knew him would know Ken was
extraordinarily Gifted in the Word of God and his understanding of the Bible was
incredible. He always was willing to help me gain a deeper and a Clearer
understanding of the Scriptures. He supported any of us who have had the privilege
to teach God's word and always added something that enhanced the Study. I will
miss you Ken and I leave you sir with this from 2 Tim 4:7-8 I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me
on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. I will
see you my Friend and I look forward to our reunion sir! in Christ Alone Kenny Reed
Operations Supervisor/ Voss Lighting.

Kenny Reed - February 02, 2015 at 05:16 PM

