Shirley Ann Williams Lewis
August 13, 1945 - October 8, 2018

On October 8, 2018, surrounded by loved ones, Shirley W Lewis went home to join her
ancestors at the age of 73 after fiercely battling ALS for many years. Shirley lived a life of
freedom. She taught others to push through fear and dare to experience new things.
Born in Shreveport, Louisiana, her family moved to Fort Worth while she was a young girl.
She graduated from Paul Lawrence Dunbar High, and attended UT Austin and UT
Arlington.
Her career led her to serve the community as an apartment manager, a career placement
specialist, a federal auditor, a federal civil rights investigator, and a champion of
community development. She ended her career helping children re-learn how to enjoy the
outdoors as Executive Director of KEEN Group, Inc. She served as a church volunteer,
volunteer mediator and union steward while serving on numerous boards and committees.
Shirley was a staunch civil rights and environmental activist, attending marches, protests,
and community events always advocating for non-violence, equality, and community
improvement. She was an avid bid whist player who loved to travel, with some of her
favorite trips being Jamaica, Nicaragua, Ghana, South Africa, and Costa Rica. She also
loved music, discussing current events, and hosting family and friends.
Shirley will be fondly remembered by Johnny, her devoted husband of 47 years, daughter
Erin, siblings Van (Edna), Faye, Frankie, and Tommy, sister from another mother, Linda
Cameron, and a host of cousins, nieces, nephews and friends. Shirley is reunited in the
light with her parents, Thomas and Bessie Williams as well as her brother Johnny Melvin
Williams.
A celebration of Shirley’s life will be held on October 27, 2018 at 10:00am at Williams and
Lucas Funeral Home, 517 N. Sylvania, Fort Worth, TX.
MEMORIAL DONATIONS may be made to KEEN Group, Inc. to help continue the work
Shirley started, getting kids outdoors and teaching them photography skills. Make

donations online at www.paypal.me/KEENGROUP -orvia mail to 1233 E Terrell Ave, Fort Worth, TX, 76104.
INURNMENT; To be at later date in Cameroon, Africa.
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Williams & Lucas Funeral and Cremations - Fort Worth
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Comments

“

Sweet Liberty was purchased for the family of Shirley Ann Williams Lewis.

November 07, 2018 at 03:45 PM

“

Shirley has left a life long imprint on my heart, the course of my career and the path
of our community. She was a dedicated foundation builder for oir community. Shirley
will be missed but her legacy lives on each day we take a step to tackle inequality,
despair and injustice.

Monique Hill - October 27, 2018 at 08:09 AM

“

Lord Hear our prayer. Our thoughts and prayers are with Johnny and Erin Lewis.
Shirley Lewis was a brilliant and beautiful Soul. Because of her love for her people,
we now have the beautiful Evans Plaza. Sleep well dear Sister, we will see you in the
morning. Kyev Tatum

Kyev Tatum - October 26, 2018 at 06:30 PM

“

You have my condolences, Sandra Warren Brooks. May Shirley RIP.

sandra Warren Brooks - October 26, 2018 at 02:56 PM

“

"May tender memories soften your grief, May fond recollection bring you relief,
And may you find comfort and peace in the thought Of the joy that knowing your
loved one brought...
For time and space can never divide; Or keep your loved one from your side.
When memory paints in colors true, the happy hours that belonged to you."
--Helen Steiner Rice
Praying for your comfort and peace

Sandra Holland - October 25, 2018 at 01:28 PM

“

Denise Doneghy lit a candle in memory of Shirley Ann Williams Lewis

Denise Doneghy - October 25, 2018 at 11:31 AM

“

It is without a doubt that Shirley had a profound positive impact on me. I met her in
1990 when she was doing community advocacy -- looking at ways to redevelop her
community. For many years she spoke to a UTA graduate class that I taught and to
graduate students attending UTA, UNT and UTD who were majoring in public
administration and urban planning and participating in a fellowship program, which I
managed. Shirley was so gracious to us. She spent time with the students explaining
what the community use to be, what it had become and how it would be better. She
also took us on walking tours of the community, proudly pointing out the economic
development activities that were happening under her leadership as Executive
Director of the Near Southeast Community Development Corp. What a tremendous
impact she made on our students. It was great practical learning experience
enhanced by Shirley's willingness to host some of our students as paid interns. You
should be proud to know that there are today so many people working in urban
planning, public policy and public administration all around this country who owe a
part of our passion to the great experience we received from our time spent with
Shirley.
As I shared with Erin, I know that Shirley lived her life in such a meaningful way
giving and leaving so much hope to her family, to her friends, and to the community
She taught so many of us how to live with our challenges, how to embrace them, use
them for good and to not let them consume us or to become us. She was an amazing
woman, and I am so grateful for having met her and to call her my friend.
Lucille Johnson

Lucille Johnson - October 25, 2018 at 01:10 AM
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Lucille Johnson - October 23, 2018 at 04:51 PM

